
APUSH ~ Chapter 7:  The Road to Revolution & 

Chapter 8: America Secedes from the Empire ~ Study Guide 
*Study guides are due on the day of the Chapter 7 & 8 Test.  They must be turned in before the test 
starts or they will be considered late. 

As you read the chapters, answer the following questions on your own sheets of paper. 

Chapter 7  

1. What two ideas changed the political thinking of the American colonists by the mid-eighteenth 
century?  Explain each one briefly. 

2. How did the great distance separating Britain and the American colonies impact the British 
government’s attempts to gain compliance from the colonies? 

3. How did British authorities justify their control over the colonies?  What was this called?  Explain. 

4. What was the Navigation Law of 1650?  What was its effect? 

5. Even though many of the American colonists resented British authority over commerce, how did 
they benefit from this relationship?  Give three specific examples. 

6. Explain how each of the following changed the American colonists’ perspectives towards British 
authority, and led to more & more people who were willing to challenge that authority. 

• Sugar Act of 1764 
• Quartering Act of 1765 
• The Stamp Act 
• Admiralty Courts 
• Stamp Act Congress of 1765 
• Formation of the “Sons of Liberty” and the “Daughters of Liberty” 
• The Declaratory Act 
• The Townshend Acts 
• The Boston Massacre 
• Committees of Correspondence 
• The Boston Tea Party 
• The Intolerable Acts 
• Quebec Act 
• Formation of the First Continental Congress 
• Formation of the Association 
• Lexington and Concord 

~ Continued on the Back ~ 



 

Chapter 8 

7. What was the Second Continental Congress?  What important decisions did they make? 

8. King George received communication about the Battle of Bunker Hill and the Olive Branch Petition 
at roughly the same time.  How did King George react to these events? 

9. Why was Thomas Paine’s pamphlet, “Common Sense” such a big deal to the revolutionary cause? 
What ideas did Paine promote? 

10. What happened on July 2, 1776? 

11. What was Thomas Jefferson hoping to accomplish with his “Declaration of Independence”?  

12. Who were the Loyalists and the Patriots?  What were the nicknames for each? 

13. What happened to many Loyalists who remained in the American colonies? 

14. Who led the American Colonial Army?  Who led the British Army? 

15. How did the American Army fare in the early part of the Revolutionary War?  Give specific 
examples to support your answer. 

16. What role did Native tribes play during the Revolutionary War?  Again, give specific examples. 

17. How did the rebel forces deal with their lack of a substantive navy?  Give specific examples. 

18. How was Gen. Washington able to secure victory at Yorktown, VA? 

19. What were the terms of the Treaty of Paris in 1783? 

20. How was the French Revolution, which came a decade after the American Revolution, different 
from the American Revolution?  Give specific examples to support your answer. 

~ The End ~ 


